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FCRESTHY AT HOME
Hello Boys and Girls:
This is your day -
So, let's be up and away!
When we think of the work of the forester we naturally think about trees.
Growing healthy trees is the goal of the forester, mt he must know so many different
things, all related to trees. Of course, he must know how trees grow, where the dif-
ferent kinds should grow, what hinders their growth, what helps their growth . This
means that he must know many things closely related to trees, such as soils - the
kinds of soil, the little microscopic animals and plants that live in the soil, mois-
ture conditions in the soii and in the air; the influence of the direction of the sun's
rays; protection of trees from fire: the insects that molest and injure trees; the birds
that protect trees; the flowers that grow beneath trees; and more than that he must be
able to tell peovle in simple language about these gifts of Nature, so that they will
Join hands with the forester in helping bring about abundant life on the land. TFor a
forester cannot do this alone. He must have the help of all the people - not only those
who own the land, but those who visit the outdoors to find their recreation in fishing,
hunting, or simply in drinking in the beauties. He must be & teacher a&s well as & forest-
er. So it is a big task to be a forester - a good forester. He must love his work thor-
oughly, é%ﬁ-well as understand the workings of nature. It takes four years of college
training to make & forester, and then he is just getting started for the school of experi-
ence is his %test school. That is why those boys who spend much of their time in the out-
doors, growing up with the trees they plant, are quite sure to make the best foresters.
Things of the outdoors come just naturally to them.
So today, we are going to talk about the things we can do at home that re-

late to forestry, and to conservation of nature's gifts.

One time, a little old lady was asked this question - "What is the nicest

thing in all the world to think about?" Ranger Mac is going to ask you that question,
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"What is the nicest thing in all the world to think about?® What is your answer?
Let's see how it fits into the answer given by the little old lady. She gave her
Questioner a queer little smile, then sent back a surprising little word - COTHERS.
Thinking of others is the most important thing in all this conservation program.
When the first white settlers came to the New World, they found Nature undisturbed.
Every forest and open prairie was supporting its natural number of animals and
birds. Every stream and lake had its natural number of fish. Hawks and owls,
grizzly tear and the wolf, the heron and the kingffsher, the Indian and all the in-
habitants of streams and lakes - all lived together, killins each other, to be sure,
but killing as needed, to live and not for sport. Sc the population of each kind
of creature was always about the same. TFor centuries and centuries it went on just
that way, Then came white man, He cut off the trees and burned the land without
apy thought of what might follow in the path of this destruction. He built saw
mills and dumped the sawdust and shavings into the pools and streams. Industrials
plants were built along the banks and the waste from these plants was dumped into
the streams. Trees were cut from the banks of streams and farms were cleared on
hillsides and slopes. Silt from the banks and the farms was carried by the rains
into the streams. Marshes were drained to make more agricultural land and pasture.
In this way the whole of nature's scheme was up-set; things in nature became topsy-
turby, and largely because man was thinking of his own profit, getting what he
could for himself, not looking into the future, not thinking of others. 7Yes sir,
we have all this great program on conservetion now - the teaching of conservation
in our schools; the many and many nurseries were millions and millions of trees

are grown and the planting of these trees; hatching of wild game in incubators and
then releasing them on the land; the many and meny fish hatcheries where trout, pike
and bass are hatched and then put into lakes and streams; -- we have all these ac-
tivities going on now simply because men in the past acted unwisely and selfishly -

gave not a whit of thought to others.
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When I drove to Madison from Eau Claire last Saturday, I counted
nineteen fires, most of them in woodlots and marshland. One of these fires
swept over & school forest where children had planted trees. How disappointed
they were! Every fire we have of this kind leaves us just a little poorer. The
trees become weaker and weaker and finelly give up the struggle; the young trees
are killed outright and soon the woodlots look as though an invading army had gone
through them. The burning of marshdand, brushland and the ravines removes the food
and cover that are needed for birds of all kinds, It makes one's heart sick to see
this going on year after year. Really there is no sense in going to all the expense
of growing trees and planting them on the land where men once removed them, and then
burn woodlots where treés-are now standing to give rise to the necessity of planting
more trees. It does not make sense. We should preserve what we have. Really there
is no sense in putting game birds on the land if we burn off the brush and the bushes
that give them the necessary food and protection. So here is the first place you can
be a forester at home by preventing in any way you can the burning of marshland, brush
patches, fence rows, woodlots, ravines and hillsides. Every fire that swepts thru our
woodlands and marshes leaves us just a little poorer.

Ranger Mac has told you many times that you can't have & woodlot and a
pasture in the same area of land. Cattle tramp down and pack the soil, injure the
roots, kill out all the young trees that are trying to get started, and in the course
of a few years the whole woodlot begins to look sickly. I know of a few boys who heve
taken over a portion of their dad's wpodlot, fenced it off to keep out the cattle and
are helping mature to build up that piece of land. These boys are doing their bit for
conservation. I had a talk with a man just yesterday, who told me that in the land
where he grew up as a boy - a foreignland - no young farmer boy was allowed to marry
unless he could show that he had planted thirty oaks and thirty beeches and allof
them growing. You know what life insurance is, I am sure. Maybe some of our Trail-

hitters have life insurance. I want to tell you about & father who took out 2 new

kind of insurance for his boy. He bought 160 acres of poor land; land that had been






