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the word "conversation" exalts it from one of words to ome of sc-

g é'onsemtion should be

& school activity more than a classroom subject. The field admits of the project type of
instruction. The field is so varied and important in all its variations that there is no

school but what can find ways to teach some forms of comservation by actually engsging in
some beneficial line of endeavor. By this I mean that boys and girls can best become ac-

quainted with our conservation problems by helping restore and comserve our landscapes

and wild life.
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I admire the exalted aim of the Isaac Walton League. It reads as follows:
"Let us preserve the outdoors that our Posterity may also enjoy it." But such an &im
would leave the beneficiaries like the proverbial rich man's son, & heritage served to
him on & platter. Our boys and girls must help build up their heritage if they are to
. apmreciate and husband that heritege fully. What we earn by labor and sacrifice we con-
serve.

He who plants trees is quite sure to 'b&oom a tree protector.

He who constructe bird houses and bird refuges becomes & knowing friend of

birds. ’ \

He who with understanding and labor establishes a wild flower garden has be-

come a lover and protector of these wildings.

&

He who labors with skill and understanding to prevent the fundamental source

of all wealth, the soil, from washing away, will never denude a hillside of its soil re-
taining trees, shrubs and vegetative cover.

Conversation may give some new ideas, but performance fixes them. As an edu-

cative process no one has found a substitute for learning to do by doing.

Someone has said that old age is the lengthening shadow of the days of youth.
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About 2 month ago vﬁiiq on a forestry tour with the rural school teachers of Sawyer
County, we visitedfihe woodlots of an 0ld Dane. He came to this country forty or
fifty years ago and migrated to the prairie land of South Dakota. He had spent his
youth in companionship with trees. The absence of trees on the prairies was so de-
pressing of spirit that he ga&e up the land, came to Wisconsin and settled on a piece
of cut-over land in Sawyer County. True to his boyhood training, he started to ereate
conditions favorable to the regeneration of 80 acres of the land he had purchased. To-
day it is one of the outstanding woodlots of the state, an object lesson of what can be
done with care and thougﬁt; a source of revenue when other crops fail; a pride of accom-
plishment, and a source of his greatest comfort and pleasurs.

In the rebuilding of this forest, he engaged the labor and interest of his
boys. He realized that nothing can long endure - an American constitution, a devoted
loyal citizenship, an institution, or a faest - unlessthere is built up in those who fol-
low a& knowledge and & conviction that it must be preserved against greed, malice, ignor-
ance or indifference. So through their boyhood they have been imbued with the joys and
pride of the tasks, and taught the technique of woodlot maintenance. Here they find a
companionship in the birds that build their homes there, and the creatures that find
refuge there. Here they have witnessed the struggle, the survival, and the death that
is part of the great drama in nature. What parent in this complex age would not be
grateful if his or her boy could have access to a bit of wildwood and there find inter-
ests, perhaps deep and permenent influences, that would help to mould his life and steady
him on his uncertain path through crowded civilization? Youth scorns putting tender thoughts
into words, but, willy-nilly, youth responds to wholesome influences, absorbs them, nurtures
them, to give them expression in later years in some serene philosophy, a capacity for deep
contentment, or, as in the case of this Dane, in a beauntiful, productiva'forest. I am not
80 interested in what children can do to upbuild the forests, as I am in what the forests
will most surely do to help them. All educators' first interest should be in making men,
not scholars.

Why build these temples glorious

If man unbuilded goes!
We build in vein unless the builder also grows.
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Now it sounds almost too platitudinous for repetition for me to say that
all children will in the soon tomorrow be the custodians of the nation's natural re-
sources. In the sub-conscious mind of every true education is conviction that present
day school influences have an important bearing upon future thinking, attitude, and
conduet of their charges; anﬁ sc it is highly important that the youth of today be
impressed with the fact that we cennot take continuous from the cookie jar without add-
ing thereto; and if the compulsion of time degrees that they must assume the responsi-
bility of stewardship, it is undesirable that our responsibility involves giving to them
some knowledge and some.conviction as to how these resources should be handled. If their
responsibility extends no farther then thet of voter and taxpayer, they- still should have
an understanding in order to be nynpathetic to constructive measures. Let me illustrate:

In our state there are approximately 5,000,000 acres of land zoned against
occupation for agricultural purposes. These lands are set aside for the growing of trees,
for the preservation of water, for the propagation of wild life, and for outdoor recrea-
tional purposes. These acres are located in 23 counties. The greater part of these zoned
acres have been taken over by the respective counties and blocked into county forests.
Here tree planting, fire protective measures and other necessary and fundamental measures
in forest upbuilding have advanced rapidly. This land is largely non-agricultural and is
officially closed to agricultural development and legal settlement. This zoning prevents
the chaos of tax delinguency, the heart breaks of abandonment, and the uncertainty of edu- °
cational advantage for the children. Zoning represents the greatest advance in conserva-
tion ever made in any state., It represents an investment of many millions of dollers.
Sometime this land and further acquisitions of land, which counties kay make, will be
valuable for the timber growing on it. It will be the greatest temptation for boondog-
gling that ever presented itself to county officials. That will be in our children's day.
Will they be prepared in spirit to prevent its exploitation? Will there be in their day a
repetition of the exploitation that took place in our father's day? Will they be prepared

to protect and develop this advance already made?

Let me tell you a story. Up in Marinette County is a splendid piece of land,

80 acres in all, with a fairly good stand of timber worth, say, $600.00. It was deeded






