AFIELD WITH RANGIR MAC
W ADVENTURE TRAIL - SEPTHMBER 28, 1936

Eello Boys snd Girls:

| A couple of weeks ago two girls were searching about in my gardem,
bottles in their hands, heir flying in the wind, joy written all over their
faces. Of course, I was interested in finding out what business they had in
my gerden. Meybe they were eating my ripe tomatoes. They were collecting
worms - the larvae, that were feeding.on the parsley. Girls handling worms
and doing it without a trace of fear.

*What are you going %o do with these larvae? I asked. Imagine
my surprise when one of them replied, *We put them in a screen cage, feed them
and watch them shed their skin and build their !intorw.'

Adventure - these girls were having a real sdventurs. Some one had
pointed out this trail - a teacher, no doudt - and they wers finding it full of
fun and thrills. Here is sn adventure all can take., No group of animals is so
marvelously abundant as swe the insects. They swarm everywhere all through the
summer. They are easy to catch, easy to watch and full of interest. Mamy of
them are our friends; more of them are our enemies, costing us millioms of dol-
lars in wasted crops . You have to mow something about insects in order %o
know what animals are really our helpers, such as the birds, dats, snakes, toads,
frogs, lizards, snd the mole - all devoted friends %o menkind becsuse they feed
upon insects and rodents and sre helpful in preventing them from taking full pos-
session of this earth. Yes, sir-re! friends all; and down nature adventureus
trail you meet these friends and decome their proetectors. For instance, many
of the flowering plants in my garden just wilted up and died. Upon examination
I found the roots all saten off, and upon digging into the seil I would find the
ghlm.-mmﬂ_-arntﬁtom. This grud s the larvae of the June dug =
that clumsy, hard shelled insect that hits the lighted windows at night. For
three years the larva live in the ground feeding upon the roots of our crops.
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Those devouring hosts would eat us out of houss and home, 1 we had no helpers
%o come to the rescue, helpers endowed with a patience nothing can weary; a
skill that is baffling and a mbgilance from which there is no escape. These
annllﬁom#mm&nuammt they are the
ual-o—mcnun our friends - meet them along the adkventure trail.

Im-amu-m«mummutm mm«
unﬁtorrm.mnmmmvnummmmmmu
mm.xmmummusummm To learn
m:—-«mmumm«nmm«s.munumhn. How,
IWCMGIMMMG!q:M&dthMfMHIﬁm
m:uum&ttwtnmmﬁhm. Let us see whether you know sny
of them.

This one groving bdeside a oabbage plant is so named bDecsuse it is a
tender of sheep snd contains the money of the tender. VWhat ie the name of the
weed « Shepard's Purse. Don't know i%. Have some one who does, dring one %o
school tomorrow, so all can examine it. Anywsy now is the time to mske & cole
lection of weeds for classroom work. All right! Let us try you on snother.
Here is one growing out from the base of a tomato plant. It is eagerly sought
for on & lmnt with hounds, ﬁ_znw? The Fox Tail. Here is a fleshy, julcy one
that hangs clese to the ground and the name suggests & pocketbook and a quiet
country lans. It is the commonest of the common. Give up? Purslane. Hare
is one that grows along our couhty roeds. I don't kmow how it escsped my hoe
because it s lange plant and has seed pods that look like dirds' nests. The wild
carrot. Here is & plant, not necessarily a weed - whose flower follows the sum,
and whose seede atiraoct the wild camary or gold finch - that's right - the Sun
Flower. Here is» saother that suggests Raggedy Ann -~ "All tattered and toma® -
the Ragweed. Here is one whose name suggests that it might be 2 hot grass -
pepper grass. Here is one that should be sshamed of itself, for it starte on
its omn roots, tut after getting up in the alr winds itself about other plants,
sends its roots inte them, deserte its own roots,and lives on the life of the
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other plants, thereafter. Nature sets a bad example for humen beings in this
plant. What is 47 The Dodder.

S0 you see the weeds alone afford plenty of sdventure, particularly
Af your teacher will emcourage you to mske & collection of them for your corner
musuen.

But there are ébher ways of adventure. I know a boy who has & work
Dench at home with tocls that he kesps in shining state of repair. He has ade
venture in meking things. I know & school that purchased a bench and set of tools,
and during spare time pupils mske the articles required in the U-H Handicraft project -
articles that are useful in the home. I know doys who have tree murseries in their
back yards and have the adventure of growing trees from seed. I kmow some boys and
girls who delight in learning the wild flowers, what kind of soil they demand, how mach
sun and shade and moisture, ﬂ“'mtmnnﬂt‘lﬂhﬂmd home, and
bring a little of the wild to their own yards. Onme girl wp ia Polk county 4id this
with nearly one hundred wild plants. Don't try to tell me she did mot have a great
sdventure. Many and many boys and girls find all the adventure their hearts crave
learning the memes snd habits of She song birds, and planting shrubs and duilding
bird homes and winter feeding stations, thus attracting the bBirds about their homes.
The world right sbout us is full of adventure; we can find 1t toc if our hearts ave
in tune. Once s grest Haturalist, Louls Agassis by name, took a vacation. Fumny
for & naturalist to teke a vacation when all life seems like & vacation. Well, some
one said to him, "I suppose you travelled a long distance whils om your vacation.®
To this he replied that he Shought he got st least half way across his back door
yard. ntm»mmu»nmu.whumasmm\m
ﬂlnat“hMMMﬂhhM&imthtm Feither do you.
Seme folks see more, enjoy more and Sims get more out of 1life than others becsuse
they are taught early to do so. To train one's self %o be observant, to detect
uum that escape the untrained, to find an interest in common things, and %o
_g_ttuptumm them « this 4{s the greatest gift that education can give you,






