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FUR AWD FEATRFER ON THE RIGHWAYS

Rello Boys sad 3irles

last sumner a geod cutdoor loving friend of mime msde up his mind that
he was going $0 have soms good trout fishing. He had Yeen fishing in the etreams
throughout the state Wut vith not much suecess. ¥#Too many fisheraem®, he seid,
"More fishermen than trout. I'a going 40 go wheve there are a0 fishermen'. That
s Just what he said 1a & rether disgruatled maaner. 8o he pasked his family imto
a car sxd weat %0 Colormdo. Who elee he Shought would Be oresy euough %o go to
Colorado %o fish $rout and I'11 have thiags pretty much $o myself. Vell, he went
%o Colorado, learned vhere the stresms were looated, followed the winding $ortuous
road %0 cne of them, and what$ should his wondering eyes Debold but a stress lined
vith fishermen who Just like himself, thought they were goiag to get awsy from the
orowd and hawe some eplendid fishing sll to themselves. Xach stresm he journsyed to
he had \he same experience. There were fishermen everywhere. TYou see with 29,900,000
autos, one for svery four %o five persons, and with the development of rosds, it &
now poed dle for peorle %0 visit most every little hidden mock and corner on this con-
tinent uatil acw there is not a strean or lake snywbers that amounts o aaythimg dus -
what is visited frequently. I have smong my aequaintances meay persoas who have teken -
the wilderness trips in Oanada -~ trips which a few years ago wers ftaken ounly by the
most adventurcus and those who were willing %o stead hardships. What is tvmf adout
fishing 1s squally true abut banting. The suto has incrensed the aumber of kunters
by the thousaads, at the seme time made it possidle for them %0 reach plases where
hitherto ocur wild folk lived withous heariag the report of a gun. This has given
Tise %0 laws of all kinds and officers to enforos \be laws. Laws govering feeding
and hunting, lass probiditing the trensportation of trees sad shruds werse passed de-
causs of the auto, just as more rigid protestiom of our wild flowers is now being
saforced bdessuse of the auto. On September 7 last the governor of our state signed
& law providing additional protection $0 wild flowers, making she penalities wore
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drestioc and atding Witterewest and the pitoker plant to the 1ist of flowers formerly
protested by lew. It has Been 20 sasy for people Sreveling by suto to ravage the
vines of ditterswset that 4his plent now meeds protection.

The suto is e Llaportant resscn why the state saintains o Ay well
oquipped fish Metcheries, conatantly supplying smell fish %o cur siresss and lekes
tkat the drain made By the auto .lnvomu pudlic may not deplete the supply. The
auto is ths important reason why the stase eetadlishes refugess and othar protected
areas for bipds and snimals, plasss where these oreatures may live smd rear their
young without being molested. The auto is the important reason why the legislature
passed the noa-trespass law %0 proteot farmers snd lsnd owmers who post their land
from the damags done to their property sad their wild 1ife b7 the auto srewling
public. Dessuse of the suto the roads have desn incremsed in sader, videned and
kept clean from fencs to fence. These rosds or oity strests now ccoupy adous one
percmt of the ares of ocur state. The rightecfoways are no longer places for flowers
eand shrubs and vines to grow, nor are tkey hadtitats for Wrde. Necause they are well
drained and hard, water flows freely into She 4i%ches snd omnses the sudden swelling
of streans afSar Deavy rairs and melting saows. Cigarettes thrown from cars cause
many of our forest fires. Signs deface our laadsospes bdeosuse of tha sutos. BRig
oass, 1i4tle ones, 0dd ones, ugly ones, glaring, ecreaming, WM1lvoards, to catch the
eye of suto travelldag pudlic.

Of course, Ranger Mes is not msntioning the many and many danefits that
dome %o us becsuse of the suto; tut an Just stating some of the prodlems that arise
in conserwation ciscles besmuse this form of Sransportation is readily awmailadls to
So many pecple. 29,000,000 cars are now plying 3,065,000 rosd miles in the United
tates. T2e very dsnsity of the traffio Sives rise %o another tredegy - the Serrific
loss of valusle dirde and gane each yoar. last summer I witnessed a scene that will
long remsin in mwemory. I was driving aleag & well wooded bighway in northern Wisconsin
shen & balf grown fawmn stepped into the yoad about 100 yards ahead. That is a sight
ons likes %o witaess, 80 I pressst the byaie pedal. Tor a aumber of seconds it stood
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Shere, ears ovect, snd then with a graceful lesp it disappssred fnto the dense

&

foliage. My car was praciically stopped now ehen another fawn appesred, following
@ﬁ its companion, stond 4in the middle of the road watching me, ears erect, & desutiful
sight. Touriste feel that they have had & successful Srip $0 our morthland vhen
they cmn vithess & sight like that. All at oﬁo o ear suidenly wiirled into sight
fres around the band Juet teycnd. Rrekes screeched and the ear slowed down. Thanks
to the driver's quidk sotion, the young 4ser had ample Vime %0 gain cover, Wt a
death sesne hod Deen set mud that ploture will long remain ia msmory. It smuggests
alltoo vividly the many snd msny eimilor situations where wild 1ife Yradegy is writ-
ten, and taking these tragedies in total there must Ve & terrific loss of wildlife
eagch year, A truck drivay driving his treck ia Fond du Ieo couniy and a portion of
Dodge ocunaty kept a resord of the spesimens of wildlife he found killed along his
courss. He psported his findings to th.osuto Conservation Departasut over & pericd
of sins memths. Ro counted 43 cottcntails, ¥ phesennts, 22 skuzke snd § recocas,
107 in all. ZFrom uy own check of e highways on wartous Srips and from what othere
87, 4t 1o quite ssfe %o suy that the cottcatall reddit euffers the grestest disaster

of all the dask-boned ereatures. 3ut in cur part of the couniry, the northern dier
of states, I guass the death resord of the yaddit may be almost equalled at certals
seasons By the skunk. Ia every state shere the deer play aa fmportant role among the
wildfolk, records of the sumbder of viotims are kept ty the esoaserwetion departments.
"In Maine during 1935, the record shows that 167 deer snd 1M mooss killed by autes. In
Hew York 350 deer were killed YWy automobiles in 1938. In Michigsa m and iz Wisconein
197. PFheasmte, quail, squirrels and woodehucks aye among the heavy sufferers. Gen-
srally, ibe ground mesting birds, the low flying aad night flying um are the most
frequently hi¢ of the feathered folk. Adcwt s week sge ! drove to Sauk City, s dis-
tanos of 25 miles. IS was about 10 o'clock ia the morning. 1 discoversd that 3 rad.
tits, a fox squirrel and ¥ rid headed woodpeckers bad been killed by automobiles up

%o that hour. Of all the Wrds ths red headed woodpesker sesms 0 be the most stupid
vhen 1% comes %0 avoiding the suto. They will dart after insects im the road withou$
using the presmutionary messures that most wild folk use in the fage of svary present
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danger. I bDave had them dive after a Mg in the road vithin five fest of my moving
car. There is 0o guestion in my nind dut the toll of woodpedkers iz Wisconsin ex-
oseds that of sny of our feathered friecads. Of course, it would be next %o imposei-
tle to estimete agourately the mumber of dirds and snimale killed sznually along our
highways, bat records have Besn kept for & susder of years by warious people in dif-
ferent parts of the Uhited States, and so there is some basie for making an estimate.
0f the 3,000,000 miles of Mghway in onr eountry, thers are adout 1,000,000 miles of
surfaced highway. Surveys shew What s faly aversge of wildlife killed on surfaged
Dighways in summer snd fall would be shout one o day for eveory fiw siles. XNow if you
apply your arithmetfc, you will find thet it amcunte %o 800,000 arestures kilied each
day in the United 5%ates. This is not taking into consideration the unsurfaged roade.
Of courss, in the northern states, winter bdrings very few demths. This is becauss of
the bidernation of animals, the adeense of migratory drds, the lessened activity of
vildlife gmerelly, snd %o the lighter treffic and slower traffic. Rat Spring driagse
on & muoh deavier $oll and from June to Novemder we find the real less.

Now here 18 & real aritimetic prodlex for you. Suppose we take a mclest
eatimate of one dsath per day over each fiw miles of surfaced highway of which there
ave 1,000,000 siles. This would mean 200,000 deaths per day. Now suppose we select
the time 0f the greatest killings from June to Novemder, which would be five menths .
or 150 daye. 200,000 deatihs & day for 150 days would make the So%al 30,000,000 deaths.
This is throwing ous of consideraution seven menths of the year and the 'z.oao.ooo ailes
of unsurfaged highway. Mis, I believe is & very modest estimate, snd I know you will
sgres with me that it presents a prollen of & sarious satdre, cne very few of us ever
Shought about.

I8 s AAfficult %0 promdte safety for wild ¥Mrds and saimals that msh
oross the paths of high-spesding sutomodiles. We have faith to delieve ibat most
drivers are not visiocus, Wt many are careless. People Wth a sense of fair play
ey not need any warning, But the millions of cars that are rolling over our highway
are guided by men and women of varied minds. ¥o doudt most of them are not awers that
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She death S0ll is wery high. Most people whan they learn are mecpe alert snd cou-
sidevete. And no education seems to Do the only logical remedy %o lower the great
%olld of wildlife along cur highways. 3,000,000 miles of highuays: eacugh to eircle
She globe 120 times, 29,000,000 sutomo¥iles, one for owsry five people; more automo-
%les Shan ars operating in the shols of the sastorn hemisphsre. Along with this
comfors and convenience, wo should learn o give our d ldlife a breek,

As I was gathering thess figares for you yesterday afteorroon, I looked
out the eiadow and o the lawn there must Lhave Deen as meny as fi£%) rotine asd white-
throated spyasrews, some of them fighting for poseession of the bird bath. Birds on
their vay south; Wrdo in flocks; they must find something in this compsnionship that
gives them ecurege for their arduous Joumey. If Yirde are like msn, Shen this is Srue.

. There 1s nomething adout Ootobsr, more than its Wright blus weather, that sets the

&ypsy Ylood astir. I guses It wust ba the Birds in sigration, the wonder and mystery
of 1% all. In your ¢trips to and from school do not fail to motice these restless
winged ordatures ia flocks mow neadsd southward. And wish them good luck today for
tomorrow they will de gone; maybe $0 e f£ollowed Wy another floek.

And Ranger Mas §00 must be on his way for our Sime is up. 4And i I
oculd be & bird I think I should choose to Ve & BebeO-Link that gurgles over our

" meadows in sucwer and lives in the Paxzpos of Byasil in winter. ¥hat Mrd would you

choose %0 det
Sood luck wntil next week!



