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Anstrelia has soms of the strangest animals in the world. The

kangeroo 1s a native of this 1sland continent. Bas the strangest of the etrange
is & oresture with & dugk ¥M11, a fur cost instead of feathers, four wedbed faet
instead of two, lays eggs in & nest and suckles its young. It lives equally well
oo land and water and 1% has a clud like a hen snd & hiss like & gender. ¥What is
1%? - Bird, mmmal, or reptile? Its nest, made of greasses and leaves, is at the
end of & 20 foot tunnsl in some dmnk which 1s plugged up with earth two or three
fee in thickness. Tis patchwork oreature is called the Flatypus. Bill like a
bird; fur sad Sail like & deaver's: walded feet like & duck with olaws like a
suskvet: lays egge like a repitie snd suckles 1ts young like a mamsal. This is
s ofg laying mammal, themost anchent of all living mammals in the world today.
IS 19 8 1ef$s over from the earth millions of years ago, forgotten by time, a
liviag reminder of what once was. Of course, vhen i% comes to cut=of=the-way

Shings, we can find many and many right around us. There's the bat, for instance.
It has many of the things that a bird bhas, yet 1% does not lay eggs ut gives dirth
$o its young, and so is onlled & memmal - & flying saxmel. And the mother Y®at carries
her young sbout with her suckling at her dreast.

Onoe upon & tise when Yirds were not dirds s reptiles, Tor there
seens %o Ve svery indication that ¥irds dewloped from reptiles; well, at that
time they laid their egge on the ground to e Ratched Dy the heat of She sun.
There ars dirds that still 4o this. In Wew Guines there is & turkey that lays
hor ogge in the warm sand %o Yo hatched ocut by the heat of 3he sun. In Australia
there 1s & bird kmown as the mound dDird that lays her ogKe in piles of earth,
leaves and vegetation and the hest of the deoaying mass provides the heat necessary
%0 hatch $hs eggs. Did you ewer hunt mnd turtle ogxs? They are found bBuried in a
azk of soft 4irt or sand. 3ut as birds developed beyond the reptilisn stage,
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they decams warm blooded. You know what is meant by wara blooded? A cold blocded
animal, like a eaake or s turtle, takes on the Semperature of the surrounding at-
Sosphere, while & vars Wooded animal maintains a conetant heat. Thie, of course,
is supplied By the food 44 eats. You can see why & cold blooded animal could no%
hatoh 1%s agge ¥y the heat of 1ts Wody. Well, when birds becams birds and wam
Blooded, it Decame necessary for the mother %o ai$ upon $he eggs and hatch them by
the hea$ of her Vody. From the hadit of sitting upen the eggs developsd the nesd
for nssts to keep the egge h& rolling about and to retain the heas of the mothuh's
body, and %o provide a confortatie place for she ¥ird tc eis during the long tedicus
pericd of incubaticn. And #t111 we find Shat many of the assts scme kinds of birds
aske are very crude. You Gouldn's bring a ¥aip-poor-will's nest 40 school decanse
the ¥ rd oakes no stteupt 49 nest bullding. It aimply lays the eggs on the dare
ground or the roof of & dullding and hatchss them. The killdeer 2oesn't 4o muech
Botter. It's nest is eimply & deprassion oa the ground with no lining whatever, often
sede among peddles or dry sticks that have about the seme oolor as the eggs. Ducke,
mffed grouss, and qualil meke a similar nest, Wt they line the depression with leaves
asd hide their nests densath a fallen log or under a low bush. The preirie homed lark,
vbich you will see sc moh along our roads in the winter, dSuilds & simple nest right on
Sop of the ground, out in the open, expossd to the oold winds of spring. It is our
firsts ¥ird to start bousehold dusies. You can't bring sny of thess primitive nests to
school. ¥Nor can you DFing & woodpecker's nest o school. Push over a rottan stump of
& tree szd you may find that the cavity nesr the fop, where the wood 1e 33111 sound,
bas deez the nests of the woodpedicer, the bed mede of rough bare chips. The ehickadse
has & similar nset but maices & bair mattress for the six %0 eight chigkmise youngeters.
With her bill for pick and shovel, the Xingfisher dores straight into & shesr clay
hnkntnf the e2d of » wix foot tannel her young &re rvesred oz & nsst which is made
up of fieh Bones. TYou ooulédn's bring these nests to school. Nor could you bring the
ness of the cuckoo, or a sounring dove or & heron. 7Thess nests ars such flimsy af-

fairs that one swee$ of the bhand woudrd destroy them; mere platforas of iaterlaned
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poseidlie for the Bird 4o bend the twigs into any possitle mampe. You no doudt have
wondered now Shese $Swigs oould hang together in & ness. Well, that's the reason.
Bat aests of that kind ave quickly dissolved and fall %o earth. 5o if you want @
desorted oatdird's nest for the mchool museum o ¥ner, you must ot scon before the
fall rains and frosts cause them %0 dreak up.

Under the esves at cur house is & rodAn's mess, constructed last Spring,

Wt deserted by the rodine Decsuse the English Sparrows made 1t ratber uneodtdsdidle
for them. There is Tests, fastened to its platform by hardened mud, semingly in as
4004 etape as when made. I feel as tho I had & part in Wne Gonstruction of Ahat mest
becsuze I mmde a wud puddle which the yoMins visited, covered their nest material with
md defore taking 1% %o the ness, sad fyom shich they sarried mud to plester their
bemes. When the leaves fall from the trees, you will dissover rodin's aests in many
unexpested places, and 1if you take thea now, defore the severe weather breaks them up,
you oan ssoure a fine spegimen for your museun that oen de exsmined and studied.

Probadly the most exquisite piece of vorkmenship in nest gonstruotion S
done by the ummingMrd. I¢ $s placed m the top of & boriscutal limd and looks like
8 kno$ on the tres. So well protested 48 1t by golor metehing Alie 1isb that about the
only say to detect 188 lcestion is by wetching the flights of the cwner. IS is a oup
shaped nes$, only two inahes soross, covered porfectly with moss azd lichens, fastened
with splder webs, a04 lined with & lsyer of the finest down. It i¢ & marvel of workman-
ship, especially when you kmow that the work is done by just two satraight pleces of horn-
She M1l of the Mrd. I doudt whether meny of Banger NMas's Trailhittors have ever seen &
bemmingdisrd's nsst. IS you can discover one for your museun, you have made an interest-
ing find,

Ancther remaritable emaple of Mrd oreftsmanship ie fousd in the ness of the
mnmoéxao. &oumhfomdmmiwtmmutrmuuotdnm
iaplu. Ifmuhmformr-dwolm tonnhtmt&ombuuhma
which 1t is suepended, for the olver Wy that the suspensicn strings sre $ied to the

brexches is an exsmple of good worimenship. If you foll-w thess suspeusion strings
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15to the nest, you will find that they extand toward the Wotton, some of fhen o Abe Dot
%om of the nest, and all the other materials &re woven thya them; such materials as plant
fi%ers, ailk veed stalke, cord and hores hairs. Alweys horse hair is preseat. Where i¢
oc;m from, in many onses, is hard to guess. So well cenetPunted are thsse nests that they
endure the dlasts of mamy winters. These nests are not 4ifficuls %o secure and if you want
8 fine example of Wird craftmsaship, stuly this plece of wesaving doms with Just two pleces
of horn - the W11 of the dird. One time I saw a squirrel olimd out or a limd, ecut off an
o7icle’s nest, and I am sure that he intsnded %o use 14 in the constructien of his wimter
Qearters, msybe a dssorted crow's nest.

Bext in workmanship and lasting qualitiss is the neet of She vireo. 1%, too,
1s & hanging nest, suspended froa the orutoh of & Wush. I8 18 BOL we vany 86 e orlole's,
nor does 1% have fhe Wag shaps, Mt you can tell 1¢ Deocauss 18 ie suapended from a slender
erotch and generally has & piece of WMrch bark woven imdo the etruoture. I+4 is hard t0 ox-
plain why so@e kinds of Birds alvays use cortaian kinds of materials. For instange, the
£Feat% Crensted flyoatcher always nses & molten snske skin in the construation of 14s neet.
The story goes that that is the way 1t gets its arest. Fhen the young sre hatahed, the
ﬂntﬁmﬂzqmmopmwmumtumsmm. The sight fills them
vith horror, their %0p feathars stands on end in faar, and as the Shinge done in child-
hocd rematn witk us, go 20 these upstanding dop knots remain with this fly catcher. Mayde
Shs Yird enciroles 18s nest with make akin %o feighten off the ensmies; ™t one thing 1s
sure, 1% is alvays used, The fly ontoher Builds iz & cavity of a stump or tree, oftsn &
&isoarded woodpecker's hole.

Laat week we reamrked thet ths sigrations of millions of dinds, how they find
thelr way, 1s ome of She great wonders of nature. That eack Wrd knows where and how %o
duild. the right kind of nest, the same that others of 1%s kinds are all uilding, sad o
de 1t without !isvin‘ any training, te, to me, snsthey wonder of nature. The rokins dorm
last summer will return and duild theiy nests aa niaoely as tho they wefa old hende at the
vcik. And they newer get & Bt of instruction, at least so for as we know. They are
born sdusated in nest eonstruction.

Whent we stundy dird nest Sonstruaticn, and tie whys and whersfores of the
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.~ bomes of birds are ssde plain, we shall kmow far more than we do now sdeud these carpsnters,
(‘ﬁ veAvers,magons and Maskat-askers whc decorate our groves and shrudbery with their skill.
; And so our treil comes %o an end.
May the Oreat Spirit
Put Spushine in your Hearts,
Today and Fobevermors -
REAP MUCH}




