AFIELD WITH RANGER MAC 9:30 A.M, Monday

Frogram 19 - THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT TREES IN THE WORLD - February 10, 1941

SOMETHING TC DO AND TALK ABOUT FIRST

Neming the ten most important trees should arouse as much discussion
as naming the ten best books or the ton greatest men in the worlde Encourage
this discussion, and stimmlate it by asking each child to make out his ovm
list of the ten most important trees. Monmblon a few logical rules for the
children to follow, such as:

l. Sslect a tree of great importanee to man.
24 Select a tree that has been in groatwss for a long period of timee
3¢ Select a’'trec for which no other tree or material can be substituted.
By these three rules we see that trees which furnish foods are of
first importances. *

DO YQU XNOW THESE WORDS?

synthetic ' cinchora substitute

LISTEN FOR THESE IDEAS

These ars the trecs which Rahger Mac considors most important. Listen
to find out whye (They are placed in order of their importance. )

l, date palm 5. fig tree 8+ lemon tree
2e cocoorut palm 6¢ mulberry tree 9. cinchona tree
3+ aluond tree 7+ olive troe 10. rubter treo.

4, apple tree

i
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SOME THING TO DO AND TALK ABGUT IATER

ls Make a list of important lumber producing treese.
2 Why didn't Ranger Nac include any of them in his list?

3¢ Do you think modern methods of making synthetic products will
lessen the importance of the rubber tree?

4, Will improved methods of manufacturing rayon lessen the importance
of the mulberry tres?

5, Name ten important food trees that grow in Wisconsine
4

8, What is your favorite tree?
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Wisconsin School of the Air
Afield with Ranger Mac
February 10, 19i1

THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT TREES IN THE WCRLD

Hello Boys and Girls:

Todsy we are going to tell about trees. Ye are going to try %o vick
out the ten moet immortant trees in the world. Ranger Mac realizes that this
ig not an easy task. Atgleast it is goirng %o be a difficit task for 211 of
us t0 agree on what are the ten most important trees in the world. You may
think that the White Pine, beauntiful to lock at with its bluish-green needles,
with its wonderful lumber - strong, easy to worl, durable agsinst the weather,
with nail-holding qualities vossessed by few other lumbers - youw might think
these qualities would give 1% a place high amonz the ten most imporiani trees.
But it doesn't, beceuse we have found that there are other trees that can teke
the place of the Vhite Pine; %the Pouglas Fir of the West, as en exemple. You :-
might think that the Jack Pine should be ‘given high rank because it grows on
the dry sendy plains of our stzte where not many kinés of trees will grow,
and i%ts wood is used for so many different kinds of paper that find uses in
our daily lives. Not a normal day goes by bub what Jack Pine figures somehow
in our lives. But Scrub Ozk grows on those sandy plains and corn stallks and suger
cane stelks and many kinds of trees could be used in the making of the same gra,de
of paper. So we can!t include Jack Pine among the ten important trees of the
world. Outside my window is & clump of Vhite Bi;'ch. I 1ike to see their vhite
trunks against the brown house and to watch their tight catkins as the winds
wave the slender branches. "Give me of thy berk, Oh, Birch tree," said Elavatle.
And down througk the early days of our country the ¥'hite Brich furnished bark for
the construction of the cenoes of Indizns and the covering for the tenees and
vyick-—i—ups o;f‘ the Chippewa Indians. Its juices were boiled down by the Indians
to make a syrup, its wood will burn vhen greé{; it furnishes the wood for tooth

picks and for chopning bowls and many kitchen utensils, and the slender, touzh

switches taken from its branches have slways been used by mothers, fathers and



teachers to guide unruly, studborn boys into and along the path of good de-

havior. Surely, you say, such a tree should be ranked high emorz the ten most

——Tt

important trees of the world. But no, for the hand cen, if need be, take the place
of the switch, and many substitutes have tzken the place of birch in the palting of
kitchen utensils. 4nd so we covld go on with the Walnut, the Maple, the Oak and
many others — beautiful to look at, furnishirg wonderful wood, and some of them
delicious products, but each one, if suddenly taken from the face of the earth,
could be replace.d Ty some other kind.

So now Banger Mac is going to give you the reasons that should guids us
in the selection o the ter most important trees in the world, and then welll name
the trees and their zreat value t.o manlcird.

~ First, the tree must be of great importance to man, and must have been of
great importance to man for a long period of time. There is one exception to this
as you will find out.

Second, the tree must be one for which no other tree or material caxn de

substituted. You know what I mean by this; for instance, tar paper can be and is

substituted for the bark of the white brich ir the maling of tepees and vick-i-ups.
Yow let's start on our list. You will be surprised to find that a1l of
i them, with one exception, are not found in our state. In fact, we would have to
g0 long distances to find most of them, and baclr into history many centuries to find
how important they have been to mankind.
The first one is the date plam which has beAen in cultivation for over
1000 yéars. Considered as a human food, this tree is probably the king crep of
human agriculture. For many centuries this tree has been the chief source of
wealth in many parts of the world. It supplies the date of commerce, 0il for hun-
dreds of purposes, fibres for the dwellings of millions of peoples. It grows on
the oases of the deserits, where it has been yieldirz dates year after year for

centuries. It is mentioned in the Bible and by the ancient historians. It was

vy first grown in Egypt and Babyloniz, and is now culiivated on the wind-blowm
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sands of northern Africa, vhere the British are pursuing ths Italiens;

Je
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southern France, Itzly, China, and now in southern 8alifornia.

The next most important tree in my 1ist is another pelm - the coco-
nut palm. It was first found in the Malay Archipelaszc and has been in cuwlti-
vation for over 3000 years, first in the East Indies and now along most of the
tropicel coasts of the world, in India, the West Indies, Brazil, and just re-
cently in Florida. I% has 5eéi a food plant for teeming millions of pecyle,
supolying cocormut meat, coconut 0il for butter; sugar and wine from the juice;
fibre for cordage. 56% of the coconut meat is oil which is used for a thonsand
purposes, one of which is bulter on the tables of Europe, where it takes the
place of the more expensive dairy butter.

The third tree on our list is 2 cousin to the peach, whose form and
leaves look like the peach, and whose fruit is celled a pesch without water - the
almond tree. It, too, is a tree of long history, having served peonles of the
. dry regions of western Asia as long as recorded history. You can go to the store

end buy salted aimons, cardied almonds, almond mezl used in the making of mace-

roons and other cakes, and becausealmond is 5&% 0il, butter is made from i%,
also exiracts and an 0il used in some industries. Even though the growing of
almonds is quite well established irn Celifornia, our country immorts over one
million dollars worth from the Medi£erranean countries each year, or did before
the war. The almond tree has the ability to grow on the dry, rocky lands of
Western Asia and made possible a better form of living For millions of peoxle
on these lands.

Qur fourth tree is vary familiar tc each one because many of you have
one or more of these trees at home. All of the other trees grow iz the tropical
or subtropical rezioms, but this one growé in the north temperste zone across the
world, and is the most immortant crop bearing tree ir Yorth America and probably

in the entire north temperate zone. It is the apple tree. Vthen I looked up the
~—

history of the apple tree I found thet it'originated in southern Europe, and



thet it was furnishing its 4
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' tone Age, maybe 10,000 years azo.
(F\ Number five is the fig tree, which zrew origin=lly in southern Asia
and Burope, whence it has been introduced into the sub-iropicel regions of
many lands. In the United States it is grown in the Gulf states and in Cali-
fornia. It furnishes the dried figs that are used exiensively throughout the
world. Because this tree has been a source of food and wealth to man for centuries,
we must zive it a2 prominent place in our 1ist of the ten most important trees in
the world.
Our next rres, the sixth, is the Millberry - the white Mwlberry. This
. tres has been grown in China sin'ce ancient times for its leaves, the chief food
~ of the silkworm. The silkworm is one of the few insects that man has been able
tc domesticate. The bee is another example. The vhite Mulberry furnishes its
P greatest service to humanity by providing thousands upon thousands of Chinese
| and Japanese a chance to earn a2 living, scanty tho it may be. The white Mulberry
has another great use among the meovles of Western Asia. Dried vhite Mulberries
Cﬁ\ form an important food for hundreds of thousands of Asiassics for many months of
the year. In looking up the history of the Mulberry I found this statement
"the troublas of the begger and the dog ars over for a time when the Mulberries
ere ripe for both move under the Mulberry iree and picl up their living"., This
tres is grown widely in the United States, and no doubt you might find one Srow-
ing in your community. It must not be confused with the red Milberry which is a
native tree. So we put the White Mulberry on our list of the ten imporiant trees
of the world because it has furmished a livelihood for millions of people in
densely populated section of the world, and has been a source of food supuly
‘ that has been just as immortant in certain comniries as breasd is to the people
of the United States.

Our next free, vhich is the seventh — is the olive iree. The clive

branch is the symbol of peace, but it does not seem o produce peace for the




tree grows vest in those Mediterranean countries where war is now the hottest.
This is a tree with a long history. ts value to mankind is mentioned in the

oldest writings of the Oreeks and Hebrews. Its chief products are its fruit

a“

nd olive oil. TFor ceniuries it was grown only in the dry countries of south
Turone and Asia, bub now it is grown in many warm countries, iﬁcluding California.

Fumber eight is the lemon tree. This tree started in india and has been
aritivated for somethirg lilke/3000 years, and its vproducts are in use all over the
world. It grows throughout tﬁe world in tropical and sub-tropical lands and in
the United Staiés it is grown chiefly in Florida and California. You have heard
of the lime tree. This is a variety of the lemon - quite important, but not as
important as the lemon.

Tree number nine has served a different need of man - his need for medi-
cine. The %tree is called the Cinchona tree? which is the source of Quinine, one
of the mosi important druszs of medicine. It grows in Peru and Bolivia. Those
countries are its native areas, but because of the importance of the bark, it
was introduced into Burope, and is now growing there.

Our last tree is the only one that has not been important for many cen-
turies. It is the rubber tree. Our present civilization with all its machines,
principally the automobile, has made it the tree vhich we could least afford to
zive up. It hes been extensively grown for less than 40 years, From i%, as you
kmow, comes the julce waich, when hardened, yields all the numerous products of

4
commerce. The magic seed with vhich rubber orchards sprung into ezistgnce makes

- 3
+ interesti

mo

n

¥
o

reading. It has all taken place within the last Y40 years. Before
the invention of the bicycle, the tapping of the wild trees of the forest suprlied
211 the needs for rubber. Then came the bicyele which made the cultivation of
trees necessary; then followed quite shortly the invention of the aubtomobile

with a sudden incrsase in the demand for rubber. Then came a great rubber-boom.
¥i{1iiéns of dollars were spent irn growing orchards of well selected frees on vast

areas, and men were trained to grow the trees as scientifically as cherries and

Peaches are growa. 1t is a most interestiBg stoFy:
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Yhen we read the newspapers these days we are apt to come to the con~
clusion thet the countries are fighting becaunse they hate each other. This is
not at the bottom of these wards. They are Tighting for conirol of the natural
resources of the world upon which the very 1ife of nations depends, and rubber
is one of those natfral vroducts.

So this is our list of the ten most important trees of the world. OF
course, there are others thet have claims almost as great ~ the cherry, the
orange, the cocoa, the coffee, the peach, the pear, the apricot, the quince and
the clove. And you will notice that we have.not mentioned a lumber producing
tree. The reason is that there is not a lumher producing tree in the world Tor
which we could not find any mumber of other trees which would do just about =as
well. When I asked some folks about this 1ist, most of them mentionsd the gi-
gantic sequoia. As a tree of size, beauty and grandeur, there is no tree to sur-
pass it, but it is not of great economic importance ito mankind in general. It
wouldn't have a vlace in a list of the ten most important lumber trees of our
country. The test of the importance of a irse is the use meniind has made of
it for cenituries, how dependent manlr:inJ has been upon it for life's needs, and
the need he hes for it today which cannot be supolied by any other tree.

| This is Ranger Mac's list. VWhat is yours?
Moy the Great Syirit,
Put Sunshine into your Heart

Today, and forever more!
Heap Much!



