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AFIELD WITH RANGER MAC 9130 Aol Mondey

Program 21 = HOUSES TO RENY - February 24, 1941
(How to Construoct Bird Houses)

SAETHING TO DO AND TALK ABOUT FIRST

It is none too eerly to paint bird houses and put them outdoors to
weathere Birds do not like newly painted homese

Make a 1list of birds that can be attracted to cur homes by means of
bird houses.

Disouss why it is necessary for the builder to lmow what kinds of
homes birds .select in their native haunts,

Ask Trailhitters to tell of their successes and failures in making
bird homes,

How is a Trailhitter doing his bit for conservation whon he builds
and erects bird homss?

o Do you think there is greater need now for us to provide homes for
birds?

DO YOU KNOW THESE VWORDSY

social habitat brood

LISTEN FOR THESE IDEAS

1. What features of construoction must first be considered in making
& bird house?

2+ How do these differ for differemt birds? What sizo hole does the
wren likc? Bluebird? Chickadee? Docs the location of the hole
make eny differencc? :

Se What birds like colony houses?

4, Is it important to know whore and how high to creet the bird houses?

5 How can you help the robin?

6e What material doos Ranger Mno suggest es the bost?

S@ETHING PO DO AND TALE ARCUT LATER

1. Do bird houses eround the home mske home surroundings more attractive
and intercsting?

2. A man found -that a wren made 400 trips a day to fced a broode Do
birds hove an economic valuc?

8« What bird would you like best to have cround your home?
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"HOMES TO REHNT

Fello Boys and Girls:
The 209th anniversary of the birth of George Washington has
come and gone. Because our Congress has been Taced with the necess- -
ity of making some very important decisions, the words of wisdom of |
Washington and what he would have us do, have been on the lips of many
people this last year. But there‘ié another phase of Washington's life
which we should know as Trailhiﬁﬁérs. Washington kept a diary sll his
life. Iﬁ this diary we fTind thaf at. the aze of sixteen he was surveyine
RN iﬁ the Shenandoah country, which at that time was +the great west., He
not only surveyed the land but estimated the amount of timber on thé 1and.
That is, he was a timber cruiser. Timber is bought and sold on
“the estimates of cruisers, Washington even at that early age, was
able to do this with so much accuracy that people relied on his
@m\ Judzment. He surveyed timber lands, bought and sold Jlumber, much ﬂ?}
of which went +to England, and he cruised timberlands for peonike ?
who were bﬁying and selling. He was accurate and painstaking in .
his map work and much of the surveying work and the corneré to
land that he placed way back in those early daws are good to this
very day.
When Washington was 30 years of aze, he made plans for the
ocutting of timber from a large trzect of land called the Dismal
Swamp. His plans palled for teking from the forest at each cutting .
only the amount of timber +that the trees had grown since the last i
cutting. ZLet me explain just what I mean, because this is the
very best forestry practice there is. Suprose you owned an
acre of woodlof, and you found that that acre grew one cord of

wood each year, Then you would take no more than one cord from
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that acre if you cut each year. This is lime having money in the
bank and spending each year only the inte;est. Then you would
always have the original amount in the bank working for you,
That is good financing; and in case of your woodlot, that
is excellent forestry. Washington's plans for the managemeht of
that forest ™ are being followed to this day , and I understand that
that tract of land is yieldiﬁg trees to-day., just as it did back
in Washington's time,

When you think that our vast tree resources were untouched in-
those days, you WOnde; at a man being so careful of trees, If we
had féllowed Washington in his forestry practices, just as
we have tried to do in his statesmanship, we shauld not'have
the great forestry problem on our hands to-day. When Washington
was not leading en army, or guiding the nation's political affairs,
he was planting trees on his estate-at Mount Vernon, trees for beauty,
shade,.timber and frult., Mount Vernon is a beautiful place to-day.
The view of the Potomac River and the nation's capitol is wonder-
ful, but the trees that Washington planted make the spot the delight
of thousands of visitors each year.

If you want to do a thing, you must learn, first of all, how
to do it. Just as that old negro mammy said: " You can no more
do a thing without first learning how to do it, than y&u can come
from a place where you haven't been." Thabmay be true about people,
but it is not true about birds. They are born edﬁcated. The robins
that were born and reared last year, were never taught how to build
nests, but upon their return to wus this spring, they will build nests
with all the skill of the older birds, and take care of their young
as tho' they had had a course in "How to bring up bird children." |

TryAas'you might, you could not construect an oriole's nest, and yet

e s - e s,



N

'i\.‘i[

-3

you have two hands , guided by a developed mind while a bird has only
its claws a nd beak, Birds can construct their own nests better than
we can, but there are certain birds that must have places in which

4+ o build their nests. There are plenty of crotches in trees for
robins to place their nests, and plenty of waving branches: for the.
orioles to fasten tbeir nestg;%but there are many birds +that do not
build their nes ts that waw; birds that must have holes in trees,
fence posts, telephone poles and the 1like, But there are not

enough of those holes about our farms these ddys. Many of the

fence posts are made of Iron, the telephone poles are eresoted, and

we cut the hollow trées from our wood:lots. There is no way of

knowing, but I can imagine that meny & bird that was aching,%gege

a mother goes back to the southland each year without having/a mother "

~ because no place could be found to make a home, Here is the chance for

~youand me to help out by providing homes for these birds, places in

which they can construct their nests. by doing this we bring these
birds about our homes and férms, we have the joys of their songs,
the color of their plumage; we can watch them in their daily habits.
These are joys enough for the 1little time we might spend, butAaé
another "thank you " they help us fight the most numerous and
harmful enemy we have-~ the insects. Here is én oppoTrtunity for you
to do a gopd stroke for conservation eand &t the same time help your-
self to some of 1§s benefits. And now is the time to do it, so that
the homes may he made, put out doors and weathered, ready for these
birds when they return from the southland;

When I say you can do this, I mean you- not & skilled carpenter
or mechanté¢, but just the ordinary bird-lover who wants to build
a house for the feathered friends,

Now let's make a list of the birds we can attract about our

homes and farms by providing houses, Here is the list:
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The bluebird, wren, chickadee, tufted titmouse, the nothatches,
tree swallow, purple martin, flycatcher, flickef; red~headed wéodaA' '
pecker, hairy and downy woodpecker, sparPow hawk,. the owls, and fhéli'

starlings and English sparrdws;“if you want them, Then there

‘are certain birds that like brackets., Among these are the robins,

flycatehers, phoebes, swallows and mourning doves,

Suppose we mention now a few éeneral facts that will help in the

construction of these homes:—

First: Putting up bird houses is the best way to increase the
birdrpopulation about your home and farm.

Second: Birds are not fussy about their homes. They want holes
that are large enougﬁ-but not so large as to admit enemies; holes
that are correctly placed. Besides that, all they ask for is comfort
and safety.

Third: Which way the houses face seems to meke no difference just
so long as the entrances are not facing the hot sun.

Fourth: Perches are not necessary,

Fifth: Roofs s-hould bé tight, not to admit rain and make the
room drafty, but the bottom need not be,

Sixth: The houses should be ventilated by two small holes at
each side near the roof under the eaves; but care must be taken not to make
the roomrdrafty.

Seventh: The entrance should be large enough to admit the bird,

‘placed in general near the top, in front,

Eight: The room should be large enough to be caﬁfortable for the
bird, For instance: a wren likeés & room thet is about 4 inches wide
and long and about 6 inches deep, while a red-headed woodpecker likes
a room that is aboué 6 inches each way and about 12 inches deep.

A chickadee likes a room about like that of a wren but much deeper,

about 10 inches deep, with the hole near the top.
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Ninth: Wood is the best building material, and rough slabs
with the bark on make artistic and good homes., By all means do not
use tin cans unless they are put in shaé; places, Wrens have been
found roasted in tincan houses,
Tenth: If paint is used, use & color that will blend in with
the surroundings- soft brown, green or gray, but for martins,
white or a light gray. After painting, put out doors to allow
the smell of paint to dis appear before the birds come back.
FBleventh: Make all Joints tight to prevent drafts.
Twelveth: Placing the house the right height above the ground
is very important. The right height for & wren house is 8 to 10
feet; a blue bird's house no more than 10 feet; a woodpecker's home
about 20 feet; a martin's colony home no less than 15 feet and out
in the open a chickadee's 10 to 15 feet above the ground,
Thirteenth: When cats are troublesome, use & tin guard around
the tree or pole. Stray cats, homeless cats, poorly fed cats are among
the bird's worst enemies., A well-fed home cat is bad enough,
Fourteenth: Some authorities state that houses should be so
constructed that all £ilth and litter can be removed before the
birds return in the spring. I suppose that this might be a gqod
practice when English sparrows a nd squirrels take possession of
a house, but otherwise, I do not believe it is. Who cleaned out the
homes of birds before man put appearance on the scene? The birds
did it themselves and always will. If boys and girls construct
houses that are easily opened for cleaning purposes there 1s always
a great temptation to look in to see how things are progressing
with the %bird family, and such a practice will drive the birds away.
These suggestions will give you some good pointers in the
construction and placing of bird homes. Last week Ranger Mac met a

mail carrier w ho stated that wrens build in so many of the mail boxes
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on his route that this winter he has been constructing w ren houses.

~ to put up near the mail boxes, hoping the wrens will 6ccupy them

iﬁStead of the mail boxes, and then itiﬁon't be necessary for him to
interfere with the Pamily life of so many birds on his route.

I suppose that the homes which birds like best are made of the
material that they build in themselves- the tank of a trée, You
go out to the w ood pile and find the branch or trunk of a tree that
is 12 to 18 inches long~ one that has rough bark on it. A cévity
can be bored out df chisled out from the top and an entrance hole
made; or the block of wood can be sawed in two lengthwise, the éavity
chizeled out, making-a room something like the shape of a bottle,
Then the tw o pieces are nailed together again and an entrance made.
I think that birds like these homes better than any other, and +they
don't cos t you a cent to construct- just time and energy spent im
workmanship.

There are other ways you can employ to attract birds about youw
homes along with erecting bird: houses, In summer birds have more
difficulty in finding water than they do food. Many birds have to
fly meny miles to obtain water. So another way, and an easy way, to
cultivate the fiiendship'of birds is to make provisions for them in
the way of drinking fountains and bathing places. Any boy or girl
caﬁ make a watering place w ithout any expense- just shallow basins
sunk in thé ground, with rough bottoms to prevent slipping, with
water about one-half inch deepbat the edge and gradually deepening
to about two inches- for land birds will never go directly into
deep water. Of course, such a watering place must be placed where
the birds will be safe from cats.

Another way to attract birds about vour home is to put out

nesting material. This suggestion came to me one day when I saw

@ robin trying to pull the s trings from the poles used for trailling
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‘tomato vines. -Materials that are appreciated by birds ares; Pieces

of string or yarn about 6 inches long, coéton, wool, silk, feauhers,
hair, excelsior. Put out & pan of mud for the robins, if the weather
is dry. When swallows are building, get on the roof of your house

and gradually let wery light , fluffy feﬁthers float into the air, It.
is great sport to watch the swallows catch the f;athers and take them
to theirmests, If you use red, white and blue yarn, you can visit the
nests later on and find out how well the birds used the material you put
out for them,

Well, it is time to get back to our studies from this trip
afield. It won't ve long now before the woodpeckers w ill be pounding
on dead trees,

The woodpecker pecks out a great many specks
of sawdust in building his hut;
His head works like a trigzer to meke that hole bisger;
He gets mad if his cutfer doesn't cut.
He doesn't need the plans of great artisans,
But there's one thing t hat can rightly be said-
That whole excavation, needs this explanetion-

He 4 id it by using his head,

So that's the lesson of the woodpecker "He uses his head.™
Good luck, and

May the great spirit, ete.




