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Afield With Ranger Mac
December 14, 1952

WE DO A LITTLE ANIMALIZING

Hello, Girls and Roys:

The world has grown olg with its burden of care,
But at Christmas it always is young.

As the time approaches for the celebration of the greatest
festival of the Year, Ranger Ma2c is fully aware that Your minds
are fuller of questions about, Christmas than about animals. "We'll
answer one question about Christmas, then put our feet forward on
the trail that 1s blazed for us today.

We can trace many of the ways we celebrate our sacred holidays
and festivals to events that actually occurred ang o people who
actuglly lived. For instance, Where dig Lhe name of Saing Nicholas
coie from? Was he a real Person? Yes,; he was a real person; and he
did somz great things that made his name live and started some 0f the
customs we have today.

About 1600 vzars age there llved a rich and Kindly man who
became the Bishop of Myra. Myra is a forgotien town in As8la Minor
It is not to be found on the map, or in the list of citles, 1t is
probably in dust, which shows that great deeds and ldeals live longer
than cities, During the day this Bishop would visit the people of
his cowmunity, ang find out what their needs were, particularly the
needs of children, Then at night with his sack of gifts, he would
visit the needy homesg and dlstribute toys and food angd clothing ac-
cording to the need. For a long time the beople of the community
did no% know who dia 1t, fo: ne 4id his good deeds in Sscreto

Finally, it was Glscovaered that 1t was the Bishaop, Nicolas, who

did these good deeds., Some fime aéfter his death, when his good




deeds became known, the Rishop was made a Saint, Saint Nicolas, the
patron saint of children. So shines good deeds in a naughty world.
The story of his good deeds passed from mouth %o mouth into the
Christian countries of the world - Italy, Holland and Germany., For
hundreds of years, the date of his death, December 6th, was cele-
brated throughout the Christian worlgd. Parents told their children
that on the eve of that day whe spirit of Saint Nicolas would visig
homes to see how well children hehaved during the vear. If fthey
were good, he would leave them a S1ft. So just hefore the visiz of
Saint, Nicolas they were'yood 88 good could be. After a tlme; the .
Eve of Saint Nicolas was merged with Christmas, for They were so
clese on the calendar and in purpose. That's how Saint® Nicolas be-
came assoclated with Christmas. Legend tells us that on one of his
visits %o a poor home, he saw g Stocking hanging by a chimney to dry
He quietlv dropped a coin in the Stocking. So, to this day, the
hanging of tne stocking by the chimhey for the visit of Jolly 0id
Saint Nicolas is being practiced in many homes as a part of the
Christmas celebration. We do it 1n ours,

Christmas and Nature are clesely hound together. Reindeer pull
Saint Nicolas and his slelgh loaded with gifts throughout the
Christian world. We use the evergreen for a Christmas tree as a
slgn of everlasting life. The star on the Lop of the trees is a gui
to everlasting lire, Just as a star was a fgulde to the VWisemen. We
use holly and mistletoe, freen toughs, cones, acrons angd mosses 1n
somewhat the same way Lhey were used back in the pagan days. We us
them for beauty, but their use 18 a carry-over from the pagan days
when people hzd certain bellefs ard superstitions about their use
And now, all this soul-stirring 1s centered about the Great Teacher
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the grindlng of corn, and the care of vinvards, and the lmportan
of children.

Today, we start a series of broadcasts about animals. How many
anlmels are there? We human animals have a great host of companione
In the anim2l world. Sometime, later on in life, when you get to
studying the 1life of our microscoplic world, you will look at an
amoeba through a microscopz, and you will say: "Is this an animgl?"
Yes, it is a one-celled animal that lives in stagnant fresh water,
It 1s a dim little animal, just o hint of what animal life is like.
But 1is is an animal. It has its own vway of propelling 1ﬁs way
through water, of catching its food which is microscopic bits of
this and that. It discharges the wastes from its body. battles with
other amoeba, and multipllies itself that there may be more and more

o

amo=ba. From the standpoint of size, it is a long stretch from the
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amoeba to the blue whale, the largest, of animals, welghing 100 tons

and having & length of 100 feet. 1In this stretch beiveen the amoeba

and the blue whale, 1t 1s estimated there are 3 million kinds of
animals living on thisg planet. We commonly think of animals as thos:
that suckle their young, warm-blooded creatures like you and me, and

the squirrel and mouse and the bear and the bat, These are mamnals
They make up only a small part. of the whole of the animal Kingdom

Let's see what some of the other animals are that make up this gres:
animal kingdom, just a few of them. There are 20,000 kinds of
crustaceans - the lobsters and the crabs--'ﬁhese are animals; so

are the sponges of which there are 3,000 different kinds. The

Sponge vou use in the kitchen is only the skeleton. There are

800,000 Known kinds of inseets; 30,000 different kinds of splders g
and thelr relaiives; 100,000 entrizss in the catalog of mollusks |

like the clams ang Sh2llie; 4,000 different kinds of wornms., Then .

s y ] e




- = . 2 on A T
mammals - all animals, Noah's Ark had only two of each kind, but

1
1t must have been a spacious vessel, at that., The best definition
of an animal is anything élive that, isn't a plant.

Do all animals experience life as we do? Yes, but in a simplier
way, They have senses that, tell them what they should know; we have
8 braln that tells us what we are required to know. If we want to
know the time of day we look at our watch, or flgure it out from
the position of the sun in the skv. The bee feels it. We think our
way through life. Our brother enimals smell thelr way, feel their
way, hear their way, Tind their way by touch and taste anﬁ smell.

We reason things out, but our brother animals Know without knowing
that they know,

We had an interesting experience a few Springs ago. A femsle
polyphemus emerge from 1ts cocoon. We were at the supper table, and
the cocoon was on an enclosed porch. We heard a tapping on the
screen, and went out %o see what was happening. On the screen were
”m at. least a hundred male polyphemus moths trying to get in. Prior
to that time we had never seen a polyphemus moth flying about in
the nelghborhood., But out of the twilight they came, drawn from
the countryside by the female's scent., We could not detect the smell

of the female an inch away, but the moths detected the scent for as

h

far as a mlle, no doubt, Are animsl Senses keener than ours? Since
animals live by their senses, there 1s no need of my saylng that they
have senses keener than ours.

And now Ranger Mac is £0ing to try to answer one of the most
commonly asked questions and the one the most difficult to answer.

It is a question that we commonly ask ourselves: Of what use is this

or that creature to us? Vhat uss

i

is the rabbit that eats our
1.

cabbages? or the yvellow jacket that 8tings us or the skunk that







