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place where thelr focd l1s to come from. The cubs nurse mingerily «

their mother's wilk angd grow repidly. 1In ahout a month their eyes
open, and a coat of sllky fur covers their bcdies., Ther, when the
sap ls running in the trees and the spring call of the chickadee ca:

be heard, the mother bear leads her children out intc the world the

i

must come tc know., They are now covered with & hezvier coat of fur.

cute litfle creatures that follow after their mother on wobbly legs.

It took our mothers longer than that to bring us to the point whers
we could amble about. Soon they get strong enough to box and play
and wrestle with each other; and the mother seems fo elicourage this
"rdughhousin:;” Tor by this activity they become strong and agile,

The mother now teaches her sharges the ways of the world in

which they are %o live. She feaches them how to find a vee tree and

how good the henvy and bees are o eab, how to c¢climb tress and how

good the &ggs are tc be found in nests. She teaches tham how to

fish, and how %o swim by first letting them hang on %o har tail. a1l

Summer the cubs followsd the mothor along tyrails that led to sunny

hillsides whsre berries and plums grew and wild grapes could be

found on vines, and %o marshes for the roots of akunk cabbage and for

11ly bulbs. She taught them how to tell whether otiier bsars had

passed their way by the eclaw and teeth marks on traes, which are the

bear’s postoffice, and that They should heed the blus Jay's wild cali

and not to get too fawilisr with the porcupine.

S0 the wother bear takes gvar the responsibility of training and

dlecinling her bear childrer. It 15 not 2 twe-paysns
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lether. After the honeymoon is over, the male
bear leads & separate 1ife. This 1s true about many of our mammal
1ike the deer, squirrels and rabbits, but 1t not true of the foxes.

It 1s quite sure that foxes mate for life,
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Now that winter has twisted its cold fingers abot ush and
tree and covered the ponds with ice, and the Wwoods have a silence
that you can feel rether than hea r; during these gray dzys we should
dc 8 1ittle anamilizing to find out what has bascore of the wild
companions cof warmer days. (A3 an abundance of sunshine 1is responsit
for summer so & lack of sunshine is responsivle for winter. finter
eans blfter cold and a scarclty of food. EVery creature must meet
the hardships of winter, or disappear from the face of the earth.,
Mother Nature has provided her children with vays of doing this.

Man puts on more clothing and Tinds refuge in a rcom warmed with the
sunshine of millions of y

€ars ago stored in ccal, +then he pulls his
chalr to a table and eats of the food he grew in the sunshine of the
last summer. (Some older human belngs, whose body regulators are riot
workine very well, are apt to remain in bed lonper in winter than
summer, or thev g¢o South to bask in the warm sunshine. But young
human veings, called boys and girls, stay active all winter, playin;
in the snow, following the tracks of animals, skatlinp, s Liding,
skiing, helping with the winter chores, golng to school, and are Just

as active in vinter as in sumner. )
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The chlipmunic 1s 1ike man in tha% 1t has 2 home and stores food
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Its home 1is & buirow in Lha ground below the frost ] Ans, with chamhi
10r storage «f grain, seeds and nuvs., It sleeps much of the time,
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The wocdchuck stores up food in 2 different way. It eats
heavily, and stores food as fat in the tissues of its body. All

vwinter it draws on that fat to keep the fires of life bturning whils
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1t sleeps sc deep a sleep that 1t 1& next to death's door. The firo:
of life burn rather dimly in order to wake the fat-fusl last for the
glx months long winter. The woodchuck is a true hibernator.

The squirrel is a fitful hibernator. In its wint " home which
may be a hollovw of a tree, or a nest of lecaves in a erotch of a trees,
it curls up in%to a bsll to conserve body heat, spreads ’rs beautiful
tall over 1ts legs and body as a comforfer, and sleeps during the
bitter cold days. On mild days it issues forth to find food that wmas
cleaverly hidden sway for winter use.

The skunk esccumulates a load of fat by feedirg on insects and
mice, When the cold is severe it takes Lo it8 den which is a hollow
in the ground about a2 foot below the surface. There 1t lies curled
up during the severe weather, but whepn the fempersiure warms up it
comes forth zven in deep snom to look for food. Sometimes this
Search leads it to a farmer's chicken COoop.. S0 tne skunk is a
firful hirernator.

There a2 some of thﬂ mamuals that neither put on fat nor store
food for winter, but must Iive off the land. These are the deer,
the foxes, mink, muskrat, wolf, ofiter and rabbit. They are warm
blooded animalg and they must find enough food to keep thelir blood :
a4 constant wurm temperature. We canno? discuss all of them, 80 let's |
take the deer,

The deer changes its summer coat of red-Lrown %0 a grayish
winter one, They gather ir gwamps and feegler browse, on twigs,
evergreen follape and dry grass, They trample the snow into trails

in search of food. When the browse Fets scarce, many deer die,
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