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Hello, @irls and Boyst
This 1is your dgy -
So, Up and luay!!
Two things about our wild-wood feathered Triends ws love snd cherish most
are their songs and their devotion to their youig. Ons can f a little sorry
r voys and girls, and adulbs, too, shose ears are not tuned to hear and
hearts %o fell these featwres of bird 1ife, ing of birds and the soags

E{u" do birds sing? It is

The msadowlark is

we have good reason to do so,
Having bsen suvcce

win a mate.

hig mate is incubating the egg

n, for they are full of wonder,

the male bird that sings, though there ere

one exception. So we humans conclude, and
that one purpose for the singing is to woo and

g3l in winning a mabe, he sings Joyously while

¢ inerg as an =20t of
3, 8ings as an acCv ol

3

encouragement and dovu ion,

te let her know that he is on hand to protect aznd guerd their nursery from

He eings to let ot

her birds know that this is his territory, that

he hes taken title to it, taken possession of it, and other birds should stay

out, This seems
bird to defend his territory ¢

this most veliantly, sometimes
the intruder's nest. So never

from the nest of another bird,

to rival birds.

Mow you know that the song of the Robin you hear

real meaning. Sometimes

living, as some people do; at

you hear a Robin sing from the

to be a part of bird understsndin

A

12, and it falls to the male

ageinst trespass of cther birds, The wren does

~n

feraelously; offtimes by destorying the sggs in

Pt up a wren house closer than seventy-five feet

So the song, among other purposes, is a chellenge

esrly these spring days has

I think a bird sings and sings just for the joy of

eet it sounds that way to me, So just now when
o

bzre branch of an ¢lm tree, you will know that




{- it is a prophesy of great days shead for him, a real symbol for ail birds, and
1 for us,too.

OPERATOR: Song of the Robin

r He sings to the whole world, but she to her nest;
In the nice ear of Nature, which song is the best?

.

Besides .t.he songs, birds have call notss, both male and femals, These are
the everyday language of birds, Uy these call notes, birds express emotion, such
as alarm, fear, distress, anxiety, complaint, rage and love., The call note of
glarm may cause the fledglings to crouch low in their nest. The alarn note of
the ruffed grouse causes the chicks to scatter and hide beneath the leaves on the
ground. Another note calls them together again when all danger is gone. Ali blrds
have their call notes., They are their everyday languvage. ZThis is true about t he
mammals of the wild, as well,

Some birds do their wooing by other means than song. Early these morni ngs
I hear the hammering of a woodpscker on en electric light pole. The woodpeckers 5

have been using that pole for years., I eall it a woolng pole. Sometime iiv g

)

curiousity may cause m2 to get a ladder to examine the condition of that pole,
The woodpscker selects a dry resounding limb of a tree, or even the ridge pole i
of a house, to carry on its courtship, These are the days to listen for the
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woodpecker '8 song which he sings by using hie head. The grackles in owr yvard |
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spread their glistening plumage and strut to show off, The humming birds flies

¢

back and farth like a penduvlum in front of the lady he woos, showing off huls

. \
gorgeous plumage; and his ability a2s a flier, The crazist antics are thoss of
the prairie chicken. They have z regular stamping ground out in the opzn which
year after year. Here they strut and dance and turn somersaults
and puff out their crange sacs, and boom from the first psep of dawn until the

1

gun is uwp. It is quite a sight; lavghable to us, but full of meaning to the

7ings o0 call for a mate. He selects a2 log

OFERATOR: 2 Drummi
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telescopic lens, camera men hove taken pictwres of this bird sending forth his
a x ¥ 6

call fa =z mate,

When the cowrting time is over and the birds are paired for the ssason, the
nests must be built. The mile slects the territory but the female #Hects
the nesting site. It is she who builds the nest. It generally takes from
four to six days to build a nsst. But if a storm destroys the nest, the femals
canbuild a new one in a day‘s tlme, You see, when the first egg is ready to be
laid, the nest must be ready to receive it, otherwise the egg is lost.

After the last egg is laid, incubation starts, but not baefore, so thzat all
will hatch at the sam e time. There are exceptions to this, like the owls, but
in general this is true,

The period of incubation varies, but generally it is around two week; the
larger the egg the longer the time. With most birds the whole incubation is
done by the mother bird. There are exceptions to his, as in case of the robin,
She turns the eggs each day with her beak or leggs until a stirring takes place
within the eggs. The young are equipped with an egg-tooth which is a hard
knob, called a tubercls, on theupver half of the beak, right at the tip.

You Trailhitters who live on farms have noticed this egg-tooth on your day-old
chicks. In a few days it disappears. With this tuberele, the young pick a
hole in the shell, chip their way free of the shell and lie in the nest CUuPo

Now the hardest work of the parents sterts - the feeding of the young.
When I tell you that each nestling eats its own weight in food each day, then
you may know that the parents are kept busy. A nest of robins will eat
angkworms which if placed end to end would cover fourteen feet, just in one
day's time, A nest full of wrens will take food that requires the parents to
make all the way from 800 to 1200 trips a dsy. "hat a tremendous task this is,

velieve that mother, whether they be mothers of birds or of children, have
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the greatest work to perform,
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gocde If the worm or bug is not swallowed immediately, the parent takes it
out quickly and gives it 0 another that swallows it immediately.

As yous tudy birds you will be impressed with the fact that Nature has
assigned different feeding habits tc birds. There are some that sare assigned
to sweep the air and keep down the winged insects such as mosquiotes, gnats
and midges. Swallows skim over the water, fields and marshes; purple martins
circle over the gardens; swifts over the roofs of houses; nighthawks and
shipporwils through the open country. From perches, the kingbirds, pewvees,
phoebes, and flycatchers launch off to catch an insect the second it comes in
sight.

There are birds that take care of the foliage. The most beautiful birds
and the finest of our song.sters are among these protectas of folisge. Most
of the warblers, thrushes, bluebirds, wrens, crioles, thrashers, catbirds,
vireos, tanagers and cuckoos are among them. Countless millions of plant lice,
ants, cankerwarms, leaf-hoppers, caterpillars of many kinds are devoured by thess
tireless workers.

There are birds that take care of the bark. Among tlese are the downy and
the hairy and redheasded woodpeckers; the nithabches, brown crespers, chickadees,
kinglets, keep a tiresless search of the trunke and limbs of trees for destructive
insecis.

There are caretakers of the ground. Each meadowlark is worth a dollar %o
the farmer in the insects it eats. We know that the Hob-white is more valuable
to the farmer alive than as fod on his table. Blackbirds,crows, robins, sparrous
of many kinds, chewinks,over<birds, brown thrashers, flickers, and killdeer
contribute to ouwr welfare more than anyone can estimate,

Then there are the weed destroyers. Among these are the song sparrow,

chirping sparrow, the white-throated sparrow, juncoes, redpolls, gosbeaks, movrning
dove, bobolink, horned lark. Even the Eagiish sparrow and the cowbird would be

held in higher esteem if we knsw haow much they contribute to our welfare bacause

of their eating habits. Wsll I wish we could talk ebout hawks and owls and

uhat they do for uws, but my time iz un







