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BIRD QUIZ
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Hello, Girls and Boys:

This is your day =-
So, Up and Away!!

It always happens this way each Spring. When the sun gets &

1ittle warmer, and the grass 1s greening, and a robin is seen

hopping on the lawn, and the coolng o the mourning dove Strikes our

ear, and the fragrance of rotting leaves enters our nostrils - then
we get eager for Spring. Any set=back, like a cold wind from %he
northwest with some flakes of snow, a chilly ralin, or a cloudy sky
arouse our impatience, and we say

"Come along, you Spring! Come along, you flowers!

I've Just been waiting for you for hours:

I've Just been waliting for days and weeks

'"Till the buds burst and the robin speaks."

But you must remember that Spring is the childhood of the year.
and if I remember childhocd aright, 1t quickly changes from tears
to smiles, and smiles fo tears; from angry words to kindly words,
and back agaln about as quickly. But% both Spring and children out-
grow these sudden changes in temperment, and we love them both for
what they are and for what they promise to be.

Today, we look back over the trall we have traveled the past
few weeks to see what we have retained in memory. We have a BRird
Quiz. Ranger Mac hopes each Trailhitter has reviewed the questions
in the Manual, and has his answers. Ranger Mac will read the
question then answer 1t, and you can give yourself a mark according

to the merit of your answer. And, turn-about, vou can give Ranger

Mac a mark. This 1s another way to hold an examination. Up, and

Away!

The first question reads: What is the name of the bird that
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or ne young, yet is among

builds no nest, incubates no eggs, care

o

ﬂ’ the most numerousg of our birdis? The anasver i8: the cowbird. We

see it feeding among the cattle in the pasture, just as its ancestor:
did among the herds of buffalo. It lays its eggs in the nests of

other birds, and fhese birds become the Foster parents. The cowbird
leads a carefree life. This is true of The cucoo in Europe and Asia.

Do father birds help in the incubation Cf eg2s? With many birds
the father helps out in the incubation of the epgs. It all depends
on how brightly colored the male is in comparison with the famale.
The difference is not great in case of the robin, or catbir s Or the
bluejay, and they take turns at incubation. But 1n case of the
hummingbird, the father is a flaming bird, easily seen by enemies,
and so he stays away. The same thing is true about the redwing
blackbird and the scarlet; tanager. The father has bright colors in
(“ both cases, while the mother bird is dull of coior and blends in
with her surroundings. But the non-incubating father has his duties,
He brings food to his incubating mate and stands guard at & safe
distance away.

The next question is: How do parent birds know how to share
equally the food they bring to their young? Vhen a parent bird
brings food fo the nest, it pokes it into one of the open gaping
mouths., If the food is not swallowed immediately, the parent knows
that bird has all the food it needs for the present. So the fgod
1s taken out quickly and placed in the open mouth of another of the
young. This 1s how it happens: the baby bird has a nervous
mechanism in 1ts throat that slows down as 1t approaches the stage
where the bird can take no more food,

(.\ The next question naturally follows: How much do nestlings

eat? Adult birds eat about half their own welght in food each day,
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but growing nestlings require as much or more +han their own walght
in food each day. This keeps the parents exXceedingly bvusy,
Observers have counted as many as 1200 Lrips a day made bv parents o

of a nest full of wren fledglings. That comes close %o 100 trips

an hour. The care of the young is an arduous task.

You remember the trip we took three weeks 2p0 when we talked
abouf. unwelcomed immigrants., These you rememnber were the English
Sparrow and the Starling. Both wers brought. to this country largely
out of curiousity back in the 1890's, though the sparrows hai been
brought here some years before, as well. Foth are hardy birds,
and they seemed to like our country very well, and they have
multiplied so rapidly in the intervenling years that they have
dlsturbed the balance among birds. Anyone who puts up a martin
house knows how aggressive and tantalizing they can be.

Bringing plants and animals into this country is now under
strict restriction. Today no animal or bird can be imported into
this country without special permission from the United States
Department. of Agriculture. This is called "quarantine®. The word
means forty days, and aoplies commonly to infectious dlseases.

Scme of our worst diseases and pests were brought into this country
before quarantine was enforced, and they cause us plenty of worry
and are a great expense fo us to this day.

Ranger Mac is going to skip the next two questions. Ve will I
answer them 1f we have time. You can look them up in your
encyclopedia, anyway.

Our next question is: What bird is a silent flier? What %
makes it possible to fly silently? The bird refered to is a mouser
that works at night. 1In order to catch mice, it must work sllently,

1like a cat. To do this the bird has feathers that are unusually

I soft, and the ends of the wing feathers are equipped with silencers '






